
Your Medicare coverage choices at a glance: 
There are 2 main ways to get your Medicare coverage – Original Medicare or a Medicare Advantage 
Plan. Use these steps to help you decide. See page 35 for information about Medicare Advantage and 
Medigap policies. 
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STEP 2: Decide if you need to add drug 

coverage  
STEP 2: Decide if you need to add drug 

coverage 

 

 

     

 

   
PART D   PART D 

( Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage)   
(Most Medicare Advantage Plans cover 
prescription drugs. You may be able to 
add drug coverage in some plan types 

if not already included.) 
 You can have Part A and /or Part B to get 

this coverage  

 

 

     

 

   
STEP 3: Decide if you need to add 

supplemental coverage.   
END 

 

 

 

       
Medicare Supplement 

Insurance(Medigap) policy  
If you join a Medicare Advantage 

Plan, you can't use and can't be sold a 
MediGap policy See page 35. You must have Part A and Part B to buy a 

Medigap policy.  
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Medicare and the Health Insurance Marketplace  
The Health Insurance Marketplace is a way for qualified individuals, families, and employees of small 
businesses to get health coverage. Medicare isn’t part of the marketplace. 

Is Medicare coverage “minimum essential coverage?” 

Minimum essential coverage is coverage that you need to have to meet the individual responsibility 
requirement under that affordable Care Act. 

As long as you have Medicare part A (Hospital Insurance) coverage or are enrolled in a Medicare 
Advantage Plan, you have minimum essential coverage and you don’t have to get any additional 
coverage. 

If you only have Medicare part B (Medical Insurance), you aren’t considered to have minimum essential 
coverage. This means you may have to pay a fee for not having minimum essential coverage. You’d pay 
this fee when you file your federal income tax return. 

Can I get a Marketplace plan instead of Medicare, or can I get a Marketplace 
plan in addition to Medicare? 

Generally, no. In most case, it’s against the law for someone who knows you have Medicare to sell you a 
marketplace plan, because that would duplicate your coverage. However, if you’re employed and your 
employed offers employer-based coverage through the Marketplace, you may be eligible to get that 
type of coverage. Visit HealthCare.gov for more information.  

Note: The Marketplace doesn’t offer Medicare Supplement Insurance (Medigap) 
policies, Medicare Advantage Plans, or Medicare drug plan (Part D). 

For more information 
Remember, this guide is about Medigap policies. To learn more about Medicare, visit Medicare.gov, look 
at your “Medicare & you” handbook, or call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227.TTY users can call 1-877-
2048. 

 

 

 


